Our Lady of the Snow
175 Blue Point Avenue
Blue Point, New York 11715
Telephone: 631-363-6385

Twenty - Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
September 6, 2020

DAILY MASSES:
Monday - Friday 8:30 AM
in Large Church
WEEKEND MASSES:
Saturday: 5:00 PM in Large Church
Sunday: 7:30 AM, 9:00 AM and 11:00 AM
in Large Church

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION:
Saturday 4:00 PM - 4:30 PM
in Large Church
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION:
Monday 7:00 PM - 8:00 PM
in Mother Church
ROSARY:
Thursday, September 10, 4:45 pm
Mother Church

Rev. Kevin M. Smith, Pastor
ksmith@olsbp.com
Rev. Joseph Gaspar
jgaspar@olsbp.com
Deacon Edward Karan
ekaran@olsbp.com
Deacon Bob Gronenthal
rgronenthal@olsbp.com
Mrs. Marlene Tully
Pastoral Associate, ext. 110
mtully@olsbp.com
Office of Faith Formation:
Mrs. Loren Christie, ARE
lchristie@olsbp.com
Monday – Thursday
9:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
(631) 363-6394
Director of Music:
Mrs. Theresa Martin
Parish Outreach:
10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
outreach@olsbp.com
Monday - Thursday in the cottage
Mrs. Diana Mongan, Director
dmongan@olsbp.com
Mrs. Patricia Fulco, Assistant
pfulco@olsbp.com
(631) 363-2417
Ms. Loraine Drake,
Office Manager., ext. 111
ldrake@olsbp.com
Parish Office: (631) 363-6385
Fax: (631) 363-7394
rectory@olsbp.com
Hours: Mon. - Thur. 9:00 a.m.- 4:30 p.m.
Friday 9:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m.
(Starting September 18th)

Catholic Marriage for couples
married outside the Church:
If you have a civil marriage but now desire a Catholic
sacramental marriage, call the Rectory for more information
about a Convalidation. Convalidation is having a couple’s
marriage recognized and blessed by the Church through the
Catholic Rite of Marriage.
Marriage:
Arrangements must be made at least six to twelve months in
advance. It is advisable to call the church prior to arranging the reception.
Rite of Christian Initiation (R.C.I.A.):
Persons interested in becoming Catholic and adults who have
not received Confirmation or First Eucharist, please
contact the rectory office.
Communion for the Homebound:
To make arrangements to have Communion brought to the
home, please call the parish office at 363-6385, ext. 110.
For emergency sick calls, please call the parish at any time.
Baptisms:
Due to the pandemic, baptisms are being celebrated privately,
with face masks required and limited seating. Please call the
rectory for complete information.

Major Meghan Ederle
Major Kyle Brown
Major Robert Gervasio
Capt. Evan Bernstein
Lt. Sean Brown
LTJG Shannon Wojciechowski
Ensign Douglas Wojciechowski
LTJG Thomas Adair
DO,CPT,MC Kate Desmond-Baker
TSgt. Mark C. Erickson
SMSgt Harold L. Erickson
E3/ACAN Connor Rooney USN
Sgt. Samuel Campanella
Lt. Robert Fleming

Pray for Our Sick
We pray for all who are sick, for their healing in
both body and spirit….

Gail Herlihy

In Sympathy
For all who have died this past week, that they rejoice in the
heavenly banquet…

John E. McDonald

Altar Bread and Wine

In Memory of the Victims of 9/11/01
Sanctuary Candle in Mother Church

Sunday
7:30 AM
9:00 AM

In Memory of the Victims of 9/11/01
FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP REPORT:

11:00 AM

$ 6559.99

FOOD PANTRY ALERT
During the Covid 19 crisis our food
pantry has remained open to assist those
in need in our community.
We are in most need of mayonnaise,
tea, coffee, pancake mix, syrup,
tuna, jelly, boxed milk, paper towels,
shampoo, conditioner, tissues, dish
detergent, laundry detergent, large
size depends for women.
All donations may be left outside the
pantry doors in the large church before
mass at the weekends, or during the
week outside the doors of the large
church, Monday – Thursday 10am-1pm.
If you are shopping in the Blue Point
King Kullen there is also a box to the
left of the exit doors for donations.
We are most grateful to the volunteers,
the parishioners and the local
community who have assisted our
efforts to serve those in need during
these difficult times.

Sept 6,
Parishioners
Neil Esposito †
Christina Tuozzo †
Gisela Ulrich †
Cataldo Quercia †
Michael Quercia †
Steven Quercia †

Monday
8:30 AM

Sept. 7,
Edward R. Micca †

Tuesday
8:30 AM

Sept. 8, Nativity of the BVM
James A. Rowden †

Wednesday Sept. 9, St. Peter Claver, Priest
8:30 AM
Anthony M. Lentini †
Thursday
8:30 AM

Sept. 10,
Bernard Rush †

Friday
8:30 AM

Sept. 11,
Rogers French †

Saturday
5:00 PM

Sept. 12,
Tony Tuozzo †

Sunday
7:30 AM
9:00 AM
11:00 AM

Sept. 13,
Joseph Perrera †
Joan & Paul Maio †
Daniel DiCicco †
Eileen Flynn †

In Observance of
Labor Day
All Church Offices
will be closed
Monday, September 7th, 2020

DIOCESE OF ROCKVILLE CENTRE
OFFICE FOR THE PROTECTION OF CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE
SOME THOUGHTS ON SENDING YOUR CHILD BACK TO SCHOOL:
BACKPACKS AND COVID-19:
This year is particularly challenging as parents prepare to send children ‘back to school.’
In previous years, September was heralded as a time of beginnings marked by new school supplies, new sneakers, haircuts, new clothes or uniforms; all in anticipation of that ‘First Day of
School.’ This year will be different. Backpacks brimming with new pencils, notebooks and
folders will also contain extra hand sanitizers, masks, tissues. As parents send children to
school, there may be an extra ‘heart tug’ of anxiety and concern fueled by questions related
to the pandemic-‘will my child be safe, protected against the virus?’ So much is, and has been,
out of our control these last months. We have been upended by the virus, so many aspects of
our lives have been disrupted. There are no easy answers, no quick fixes, so we rely on ‘best
practices’ as defined by the professionals to keep our children and ourselves safe and healthy.
Some suggestions to make the transition to school easier for you and to empower your
child in the process.
As the adults we set the emotional tone for our children. Children take their cues from
us. If we appear overly anxious, worried, concerned these feelings may be imparted to
our children. The last thing we want to do is create more anxiety for our children as
they return to school. Remember, six months ago children were sitting next to friends
in classrooms; eating lunch in the cafeteria while seated with peers; playing on
playgrounds. Suddenly, abruptly, school doors were locked, hallways silent, classrooms
empty, playgrounds abandoned. Shelter in place became the new norm. Some children
will navigate the return to school with ease, relieved to once again be with friends, back
to a routine; returning to school seemingly without a care. For others, the disruption of
six months ago may be expressed as undercurrent of worry and fear surfacing in statements as: “ I’m scared that……,” or ‘What if….,’ ‘How will I know that…’ Still other children, particularly those who have experienced loss due to the pandemic, may exhibit
behaviors of separation anxiety: clinging to you, crying, even becoming physically ill. As
caring adults, emotionally present to our children we listen, support, reassure. We provide the ‘emotional holding place’ for our child’s fears, worries and concerns, and in so
doing we allow them to walk through the school doors hopefully more carefree.
Routine provides a sense of security and safety-particularly for younger children. This
year establish a ‘Home From School Routine.’ Do you want your child to use hand sanitizer as they come in the door? Remove shoes? Change clothes? Take a shower or bath
to ‘wash away the day?’ What about the backpack? Where will your child place it?
Outside the door? Be clear about at the start of the school year and empower your
child to be in control of this routine.
(continued on next page)

What will help your child feel confident beginning the school year? Will it be that extra
face mask in the backpack? Or a picture of someone special tucked into a pocket of
their backpack. Maybe it will be a note from you. Ask your child what may help them
feel less worried, scared. Adults carry rosaries and say prayers – what would help your
child?
Think about problem-solving before the problem occurs. Worry and fear are the breeding
ground for monsters to become nightmares. By discussing the what-ifs and developing
contingency plans your child will know what to expect. You reduce fear by replacing
the unknown with age-appropriate knowledge. Be prepared to answer the question:
“What if I don’t feel good in school…” with calm reassurance.
There was a time when wearing masks was fun.-it was Halloween. Today the narrative is
“Heroes wear masks!” Encourage your child to be the hero/heroine by wearing their
mask. Include a ‘full face selfie” of your child without a mask. This may reduce the
impulse to take off the mask to show others ‘what they look like.”
Finally, support the professionals in our schools. Educators, nurses, guidance counselors, social workers, all dedicated to serving your child and family in providing a positive academic
experience. Remember, they will be the first line responders who are a member of your team.
The staff of secretaries, cleaners and maintenance people, they too experience the same
concerns and anxieties, thank them for their service and dedication. And don’t forget the
crossing guards

Come join us this weekend, September 6th for the
Back to School Blessing of Teachers and Students
at the 11:00 a.m. Outdoor Mass.
Social distancing and face masks required.
We would like to revisit the
Mask Policy at Our Lady of the Snow:
The wearing of masks is required during Mass and at any other special celebration here at
Our Lady of the Snow. All parishioners and their guests must wear masks appropriately for
the entire time. This includes when moving about inside as well as when seated anywhere in
the Church, including the back row.
Masks may only be removed immediately prior to receiving Holy Communion, and then put
back on.
There are members of our parish community who have medical conditions which prohibits
the use of a mask and they have made that condition known to the Pastor. If you have
forgotten your mask, please see an usher or Marlene and one will be provided for you.
Thank you for your cooperation and understanding during these trying times.

Weekly Reflection
By Michael Dawidziak
Let’s face it, two out of three of this Sunday’s readings can make us feel extremely uncomfortable. Listening to (or reading) them can make you squirm in your seat. Why? For one, they are examples of God
commanding people to take responsibility for their fellow man. Secondly, most people are not comfortable with confrontation and look to avoid conflict.
Thirdly, they are examples of God taking people out of their comfort zones; to do things which stretch us
as individuals and challenge us to act outside the world’s normal standards. But here’s the uncomfortable
truth: God always does that to His chosen servants. If you want to be a true follower of Christ, God is
going to take you out of your comfort zone. Trust me on this.

In our first reading, Ezekiel is given the mission to be God’s spokesman and warn Israel of their impending doom if they do not turn from their wicked ways. You can just imagine how popular Ezekiel was
delivering that message! And Ezekiel’s charge came with a dire warning about the consequences of his
failure to do so. If Ezekiel failed to deliver God’s warning, not only would the wicked die for their guilt
but God would hold Ezekiel personally responsible for their deaths. Talk about getting out of your
comfort zone!
In the gospel reading, Jesus tells His disciples much the same thing. If your brother sins against you must
go to him and try to convince him of his fault. And if you do, you have won over your brother. The Greek
word used here for “won” has more of the sense of “gain”. So, the meaning here is more of “regained” or
“won back” your brother to the faith as a Christian.
In this modern, secular world, it feels like we would be going way out of our comfort zones to act as God
directs Ezekiel or Jesus directs his disciples. But is it really so strange a way to act? If we saw one of our
children or loved ones in harm’s way, wouldn’t we shout out a warning? Of course, we would. Shouldn’t
we also sound a warning if we see a brother or a sister putting their immortal soul in jeopardy?
But wait a minute! Didn’t Jesus tell us not to judge? Didn’t Jesus tell us to take the beam out of our own
eyes before offering to take the splinter out of our brother’s eye? What about that? It’s important to understand that these readings are not a call to strident, hypocritical judgmentalism. They are calls to speak
God’s words of love and mercy.
At first glance, the second reading from Paul’s letter to the Romans doesn’t seem to fit in with the other
two readings. “The one who loves another has fulfilled the law.” But it fits perfectly. The motivation to
warn the sinner of their peril is supposed to be motivated by love and not by a sense of superiority.
Ezekiel is simply charged with warning God’s people. God doesn’t tell him he will be judged by the
results. Ezekiel is not responsible for their compliance. Nor does God tell him to judge the people
himself. That’s God’s sole prerogative. All Ezekiel has to do is warn the people, which is an offer of
God’s forgiveness and mercy. Jesus didn’t tell His disciples that they “must” win back their brother. Again, the message is simply one of a warning that’s motivated by love. We are not responsible for
the results. The responsibility that is laid on us is to love and to care.
Our gospel reading ends with two of Jesus’ most astounding and comforting promises. “If two of you
agree on earth about anything for which they are to pray, it shall be granted by my heavenly Father” and
“For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them.” Several years
ago, we had a bad snow storm and not too many people made it to the Mass where I was going to be the
lector. As I looked out from the sacristy, I audibly bemoaned the fact of how few people made it to
Mass. From behind me, I heard Father John’s voice say, “Where two or three are gathered”. And then he
went out and said the Mass and gave a sermon like he was preaching to a packed St. Patrick’s Cathedral. I
was ashamed of my earlier feelings of superiority, lack of caring and being judgmental. By his words,
feelings and actions, Father John personified “love is the fulfillment of the law.”

Our Lady of the Snow Faith Formation Office
631-363-6394 lchristie@olsbp.com

Visit our virtual classroom at olsvc.blogspot.com
Office Hours: Monday through Thursday 9:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
The ministry of Faith Formation strives to bring all into a closer relationship with Jesus through
Word, Worship and Service.

Congratulations to all of our students making a long-awaited
First Holy Communion and Confirmation this month!
God bless all of our students as they return to school this year!
New Office Location- We have moved the Faith For mation Office, (pr eviously known as Religious
Education Office) from the basement of the Rectory to the Large Church. There is a Ring set up at the Large
Church front entrance doors, left side. If you stop by, please ring the bell. Our phone number has not
changed: 631-363-6394. Paperwork can be mailed or dropped off in the mail slot at the Rectory Office; we
still have mailboxes there. Catechist manuals can be dropped off in the clear bin next to the Faith Formation
Office doors in the Large Church before or after a Mass.
Registration- Thank you to those who have r egister ed for next year thus far . Registr ation is ongoing,
and you can sign your child up for the program online from our parish website, ourladyofthesnowbluepoint.com. Once there, you can also pay through PayPal from the website.
Changes- Class structure will be changing this year, in that each level will be meeting twice per month for
onsite classes in the Large Church, rather than weekly. Level 2 will now meet in the Large Church for
classes instead of the Mother Church basement. Online learning will become an integral part of our
structure through our virtual classroom.
Catechists Needed- We ar e in dir e need of volunteer teacher s for the 2020-2021 school year,
Levels 2 through 9. Here is a breakdown of what we need:
Level 2: 1 catechist
Level 3: 2 catechists
Level 4: 2 catechists
Level 5: 3 catechists
Level 6: 3 catechists
Level 7: 1 catechist
Level 8: 1 catechist
Level 9: 1 catechist
People are sometimes reluctant to be volunteer catechists because they think they don’t know enough about
their faith to teach it well. The truth is, all of us are on an incomplete faith journey and teaching the faith
deepens and strengthens one’s own connection to God. Teaching experience is not necessary; lesson plans
and guidance will be provided through virtual and in-person catechist meetings. Requirements to teach are:
1.You have a desire to pass your Catholic faith on to the next generation, and a willingness to grow in
your own faith journey.
2.You must have received the sacraments of Baptism, First Communion, Confirmation and Reconciliation.
3.You must be a practicing Catholic who attends Mass regularly.
If you think you are being called to volunteer to teach our Catholic faith, call or email the Faith Formation
Office.
Parents of First Graders- Pr epar ation for the sacr aments of Euchar ist and Reconciliation is a twoyear program which begins in first grade. If you are registering a first grader, please call the Faith Formation
to make an appointment to register in person. A copy of your child’s baptismal certificate is needed for our
records if your child was not baptized at Our Lady of the Snow.
New Parishioners- Welcome to our par ish! Please call to make an appointment to r egister your children for Faith Formation classes. A transfer letter is needed for our records if your child has completed classes in another parish.

Our Lady of the
Snow Church
MONEY FROM HEAVEN

GOLF BALL DROP
**Fundraiser**
October 24, 2020
ONLY 400 GOLF BALLS
WILL BE SOLD

Here is how it works:
1. Purchase a ball for
$100.
2. Show up or don’t on
October 24, 2020 after
the 5 p.m. Mass and
watch the ball drop.
3. Say a prayer that your
ball is closest to the pin.
Have fun, get a hot dog
and ice cream.

1 in 400 Chance to Win
1st Prize - $5,000.00
2nd Prize - $2,500.00
3rd Prize - $1,500.00
4th Prize - $1,000.00

***You do not need to be present to win.***

Who is Presiding at Mass?
Week of September 12-13
Saturday 5:00 p.m. Father Joseph
Sunday 7:30 a.m. Father Kevin
9:00 a.m. Father Kevin
11:00 a.m. Father Joseph
If you are not comfortable
coming into the Church,
tune into 100.1 FM while
in the parking lot of the
Church and listen to the Mass live.
(We can bring you Communion too, just
let us know before Mass by calling the
office during the week or by having
someone tell Marlene you’re in the lot).

The 2021 Mass book is open
If you would like to
have a Mass Intention
for a loved one
deceased or living
Please call the office or stop by
and we can help you with that.

Wedding Banns
Ryan Conrow
&
Theresa Sblendorio

Sunday, September 13, 2020
Join the Columbiettes Patchogue #725
for a
Chinese Auction
in lieu of the Victorian Tea
10:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m.
K of C Hall
38 West 1st Street Patchogue
All tickets will be sold at the auction.
7 tickets for $5 Name and phone number will be written
on the tickets so you don’t need to be present to win!

Seminary of the Immaculate Conception
Celebrating 90 Years!
2020 GRAND RAFFLE
2021 Toyota Corolla Hybrid or $15,000 in Cash
Tickets - $100 each (only 600 tickets to be sold)
Drawing at Te Deum Dinner
Sunday, November 1, 2020
Seminary of the Immaculate Conception
(Winner need not be present)
NUMBERED RAFFLE TICKETS WILL BE MAILED UPON RECEIPT OF
RESERVATION/PAYMENT
PLEASE SEND CHECKS TO:
SEMINARY OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION
440 WEST NECK ROAD HUNTINGTON, NY 11743

