Our Lady of the Snow
175 Blue Point Avenue
Blue Point, New York 11715
Telephone: 631-363-6385

December 20, 2020 Fourth Sunday in Advent
“For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord.”
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Hours: Mon. - Thur. 9:00 a.m.- 4:30 p.m.
Friday closed in July and August

Catholic Marriage for couples
married outside the Church:
If you have a civil marriage but now desire a Catholic
sacramental marriage, call the Rectory for more information
about a Convalidation. Convalidation is having a couple’s
marriage recognized and blessed by the Church through the
Catholic Rite of Marriage.
Marriage:
Arrangements must be made at least six to twelve months in
advance. It is advisable to call the church prior to arranging the reception.
Rite of Christian Initiation (R.C.I.A.):
Persons interested in becoming Catholic and adults who have
not received Confirmation or First Eucharist, please contact the rectory office.
Communion for the Homebound:
To make arrangements to have Communion brought to the
home, please call the parish office at 363-6385, ext. 110.
For emergency sick calls, please call the parish at any time.
Baptisms:
Call the rectory office to schedule a Baptism
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Pray for Our Sick
We pray for all who are sick, for their healing in
both body and spirit….

In Sympathy
For all who have died this past week, that they rejoice in the
heavenly banquet…

Carol Thorn

Altar Bread and Wine

In Memory of Richard & Marie Affenita
Sanctuary Candle in Mother Church

In Memory of Mahoney Family
FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP REPORT:

$ 7753.00

DAILY MASSES:
Monday - Friday 8:30 AM
in Large Church
WEEKEND MASSES:
Saturday 5:00 PM in Large Church
Sunday 7:30 AM in Large Church
9:00 AM and 11:00 AM in Large Church
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION:
Saturday 4:00 PM - 4:30 PM
in Large Church
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION:
Monday 7:00 PM - 8:00 PM
in Mother Church
ROSARY:
Wednesday December 23, 4:45 pm
Mother Church

Sunday
7:30 AM
9:00 AM
11:00 AM

Dec 20,
Rose DiToro †
Parishioners
Guy Newham †

Monday
8:30 AM

Dec 21,St Peter Canisius
Kevin Maloney †

Tuesday
8:30 AM

Dec 22,
Kathryn Scottaline †

Wednesday Dec 23, St John of Kanty
8:30 AM
Deceased members of Zielazny
& Townsend Families †
Thursday
2:30 AM
3:00 PM
3:30 PM
4:00 PM
4:30 PM
5:00 PM
10:00 PM
Midnight

Dec 24, Christmas Eve
Christine & Tony Tuozzo †
Bridgette Horstmann †
Charles Mintzer †
Domenica Nolan †
Kenneth Strange †
Daniel & Marion Farrell †
Gaspar Romano †
Bob Russell †

Friday
7:30 AM

Dec 25, Christmas Day
Emanuel Paul Malizia †
James Libertelli †
Theresa Marcello †
Jean Delaney (Living)
Budzinski Family
Deceased members of the
Manie Family

9:00 AM
11:00 AM
11:30 AM
Saturday
5:00 PM

Dec 26,
Michael Echevarria †

Sunday
7:30 AM
9:00 AM
11:00 AM

Dec 27,
Kenneth Lofink †
Parishioners
Richard Affenita †

Merry Christmas!
CHRISTMAS EVE:
2:30 PM Lar ge Church (FULL)
3:00 PM Mother Church (FULL)
3:30 PM Lar ge Church (FULL)
4:00 PM Mother Church
4:30 PM Lar ge Church
5:00 PM Mother Church
10:00 PM Lar ge Church
Midnight Lar ge Church
CHRISTMAS DAY:
7:30 AM Lar ge Church
9:00 AM Lar ge Church
11:00 AM Lar ge Church
11:30 AM Mother Church
We are NOT taking reservation, but
please call us and let us know what
mass you want to go to so we can
get a head count.
If we see masses filling up we will
encourage you to go to a
different mass.

We would like to thank all of our
parishioners who throughout 2020 have
been so generous. This has been a
challenging time for so many, yet the
parishioners of OLS truly exemplify
“love thy neighbor”.
The gift cards, food and monetary
donations to our Parish Outreach, have
been constant. Those of you who have
made your Sunday contributions to Our
Lady of the Snow a priority, even when
you were unable to attend mass, please
know you have made a difference in
your giving.
The volunteers who usher, proclaim the
word, the extraordinary ministers of
Holy Communion, as well as the people
who help disinfect the church after
mass. Volunteers who help lock up the
church, turn on and off the lights and
microphones and who say ‘yes’ when
asked for assistance. To those who help
decorate the church, even during a
pandemic. Thank you.
We miss our parishioners who are
unable to come back to mass right now,
but please know you are in our prayers.
We wish for your family, health, love,
joy and peace today and always. May
God bless you and your family and keep
you all safe during this Christmas
Season!

Thank you!

Gospel Reflection by Michael Dawidziak
“Keep the Spirit of Christmas alive all year long”. That’s a sentiment we’ve heard so often that it’s become
cliché and maybe lost much of its meaning. To many, it lost its magic. Well, Christmas is a time to rediscover the magic. The secularization of Christmas has ironically made it a time when people overindulge in
the material world. Christmas is when the magic should come alive for us. I mean the real magic. The
spiritual and supernatural reality of the love of God made manifest in our world.
After almost two months of advertisements, non-stop holiday music on the radio and in stores and near
complete exhaustion, most people I know can’t wait for Christmas to be over. They’ve actually overdosed
on Christmas. “If I have to listen to “Grandma Got Run Over by a Reindeer” one more time, I’m going to
lose it!” You actually see Christmas trees out front of some people’s houses on December 26th! And that’s
a shame because they’ve missed the best part of what it’s all about. In the classic Christmas movie,
“Miracle on 34th Street”, Kris Kringle says “Christmas isn’t just a day, it’s a frame of mind”. Even old
Ebenezer Scrooge, after his conversion declares, “I will honor Christmas in my heart, and try to keep it all
the year.”
How do we keep the Spirit of Christmas alive in our hearts all year long? By saying yes to God. In today’s
Sunday gospel reading we hear about the most famous “yes” in all of history. Mary’s fiat (let it be done).
The yes of this poor, uneducated, teenage Jewish girl, agreeing to be the mother of God’s child, was the
pathway to salvation for all mankind. But Mary didn’t just say yes for a day. She didn’t say, “Okay, I’ll
give birth to the baby and then I’m done”. No. She said yes to a flight into Egypt. She said yes to searching for three days for the lost boy. She said yes to a lifetime of pondering these things in her heart. She said
yes to being the impetus for her son’s first miracle at the Wedding Feast of Cana (“Do whatever He tells
you”). She said yes to a sword piercing her soul. She said yes to standing at the foot of the Cross. And she
said yes to being there at the birth of the Church at the descent of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost.
We need to be like Mary and say yes to God but not just for a day. Our yes needs to be for the entire year
and our whole lives. Like Mary, we won’t know what our yes will actually entail but we do know it will be
miraculous. That’s where trust comes in. We must trust that God’s plan is the right plan, even if we can’t
see the outcome. In the reading of the Second Book of Samuel, God promises David that He “will raise up
your heir after you” and “make his kingdom firm”. “Your house and your kingdom shall endure forever
before me”. By the time of Mary’s yes, that promise must have seemed impossible. The Davidic royal
line had died out years before. And now the Jewish people were occupied by the most powerful nation on
earth: The Roman Empire. The Jewish people were hoping for a mighty warrior king who would deliver
them from their bondage, not an infant. Like many people today, they were so concerned with earthly matters, they completely missed the best part of the meaning of Christ’s birth. God fulfilled His promise in a
way that few could have foreseen but was so much better than anyone expected. A descendant of David
would establish a Heavenly Kingdom that would endure and stand firm forever.
And how about the shepherds? A heavenly host of angels tells them that their savior has been born in
Bethlehem “who is Christ the Lord”. They’re excited (wouldn’t you be?). The miracle of Christmas had
been displayed and explained directly to them. They hurry to Bethlehem to see this thing “which the Lord
has made known to us.” They “returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen”. Do
you think this one day was the end of it for them? Can you hear them a few years later saying to one another, “I wonder what happened to that kid from Bethlehem”? Maybe some of them lived long enough to hear
about Jesus’ life, death and resurrection.
That’s the way it is with us. When we say yes to God, we’re not just saying yes to Christmas. We say yes
to Good Friday. We say yes to Easter. We say yes to the birth of Christ in our hearts but we also say yes to
Him living there all year long

