
 

December 25, 2022 Christmas Day 
Alight will shine on us this day: the Lord is born for us!!!! 

Our Lady of  the Snow 
 175 Blue Point Avenue 

 Blue Point, New York  11715   
Telephone: 631-363-6385              

Rev. Kevin M. Smith, Pastor          

DAILY MASSES: 
Monday - Friday 8:30 AM  

in Mother Church 
  

 WEEKEND MASSES: 
Saturday 5:00 PM in Large Church 
Sunday 7:30 AM in Large Church 

 9:00 AM and 11:00 AM  in Large Church 
 

First Friday Adoration 4-7                                                                            
January 6th 

SACRAMENT OF  RECONCILIATION:  
  Saturday 4:00 PM - 4:30 PM                                    

in Large Church 
 

EUCHARISTIC  ADORATION: 
Monday 7:00 PM - 8:00 PM  

 in Mother Church 
 

 ROSARY:  
Dec 29, 4:45 pm  
Mother Church  



Pray for Our Sick 

In Sympathy  
 

For all who have died this past week, that they rejoice in the 
heavenly banquet… 

 

Rev. Kevin M. Smith, Pastor 
ksmith@olsbp.com 

   
Rev. Joseph Gaspar 

jgaspar@olsbp.com 
  

Deacon Edward Karan  
Pastoral Associate 
ekaran@olsbp.com 

 
Office of Faith Formation:   
Mrs. Loren Christie, DRE  

lchristie@olsbp.com 
 Monday – Thursday    
9:30 a.m. -  4:30 p.m. 

  
Director of Music:  

Mrs. Theresa Martin  
  

Parish Outreach:    
10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  
outreach@olsbp.com 

Monday - Thursday in the cottage 
Mrs. Diana Mongan, Director  

dmongan@olsbp.com  
  

Ms. Loraine Drake,  
Office Manager., ext. 111 

ldrake@olsbp.com 
  

Parish Office:  (631) 363-6385  
 Fax:  (631) 363-2416 
rectory@olsbp.com 

Hours: Mon. - Thur.  9:00 a.m.- 3:00 p.m. 
Friday 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.    

Lt. Col. Meghan Ederle  
 Major Kyle Brown 

Major Robert Gervasio 
  Capt. Evan Bernstein 
Capt. Robert Fleming    

Lt. Sean Brown                                                                 
Lt. Ross Oley                                                                 

 LT Shannon Wojciechowski  
LT Douglas Wojciechowski 

LT Thomas Adair 
DO,CPT,MC Kate Desmond-Baker  

TSgt. Mark C. Erickson 
SMSgt Harold L. Erickson 

 E3/ACAN Connor Rooney USN  
Sgt. Samuel Campanella 

Ens. Scott Brown                          
 Pvt. 1st Class Zachary Giglio 

  
 

We pray for all who are sick, for their healing in 
both body and spirit…. 

  

 

Catholic Marriage for couples    
married outside the Church: 

If you have a civil marriage but now desire a  Catholic     
sacramental marriage, call the Parish Office for more in-
formation about a  Convalidation.   

Marriage:  
Arrangements must be made at least six to twelve months 
in advance.  It is advisable to call the church prior to ar-
ranging the reception. 
 

Rite of Christian Initiation (R.C.I.A.): 
Persons interested in becoming Catholic and adults who 
have not received    Confirmation or First  Eucharist, 
please contact the Parish office. 
 

Communion for the Homebound: 
  To make arrangements to have Communion brought to 
the home, please call the parish office at  363-6385, ext. 
110.  For emergency sick calls, please call the parish at any 
time.  
 

Baptisms: 
Call the rectory  office to schedule a Baptism                                   
or check our website.  



Saturday  Dec 24, Christmas Eve  
4:00 PM MC John Hunt † 
  Deceased Members of the 
  Tuozzo and Esposito Families † 
  Christina Tuozzo † 
4:00 PM LC Dcn Robert Gronenthal † 
  Bobby Malwitz † 
Midnight  Rose DiToro † 
  Tom Arcuri † 
  Frank Castillo  † 
  Robert Russell  † 
 
Sunday  Dec 25 , Christmas Day  
7:30  AM Emanuel Malizia † 
9:00 AM Marion Trudnak † 
  Gene Goodman † 
11:00 AM Parishioners of OLS  
  Charles Mintzer † 
  Kathryn Cortese † 
 
Monday Dec 26, St Stephen     
8:30 AM  Thomas Tebbens †  
   
Tuesday Dec 27, St John    
8:30 AM Robert Shoen† 
   
Wednesday Dec 28, Holy Innocent Martyrs 
8:30 AM  Steven M. Barnett †  
    
Thursday Dec 29, St Thomas Becket  
8:30 AM Richard Affenita Sr. † 
 
Friday  Dec 30, The Holy Family   
8:30 AM Joseph Nupieri † 
    
Saturday Dec 31, St Sylvester   
5:00 PM Adam Prioto & Megan † 
   
Sunday Jan 1, Solemnity of Mary   
7:30 AM Parishioners of OLS  
9:00 AM Edward Martin † 
11:00 AM John Pruser † 

 
 
 

Altar Bread and  Wine 
 In Memory of  Marie  Strynkowski  

 
Sanctuary Candle  in Mother Church  

 In Memory of  Strynkowski  

FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP REPORT: 
             $ 8382 

FOOD PANTRY NEEDS 
 
1 in 10 people on Long Island are suffer-
ing from food insecurity.  Thank you for 
helping your neighbors in need in our 
community. 
 
Our current food pantry needs are:  
Coffee 
Ketchup  
Shampoo/conditioner 
Tissues 
Cleaning supplies 
Paper Towel  
Toilet paper 
Laundry detergent 
Cat food  
 

***Please check expiration dates    
before donating. *** 

 
All donations may be left outside the pan-
try doors in the large church before mass 
at the weekends, or during the week out-
side the doors of the large church during 
our hours Monday-Thursday 10am-1pm. 
There is also a collection box at the Blue 
Point King Kullen to the left of the exit 
doors.  



Our Lady of the Snow             
Food Pantry 

 
Parish Outreach would 
like to say “Thank You” 

to all who helped                
support our ministry this 

Thanksgiving and 
Christmas season.  

 
Your generous response, 
concern and support for 
those in need is deeply 

appreciated by all.  
You have helped to 
make the holidays 

brighter for so many! 
 
Special thanks as always 
to our wonderful               
volunteers who have 
worked tirelessly all 
year round, but                 
especially through the 
holiday season.  
 
Wishing you a 
Healthy and 
Blessed New 
Year ! 

Faith Formation News 
 

The office of Faith Formation will be 
closed December 23rd through January 1st. 

Classes will resume the week of January 
9th. Have a Merry Christmas and blessed 

New Year!  

Respect Life News 
The Respect Life Ministry will be                     

collecting new and gently used winter 
clothing during the month of January for 

babies in need (sizes newborn- 3T). A 
drop off box will be labeled on the stage in 

the large church, beginning the second 
week of January  



Gospel Reflection by Michael Dawidziak  
“Keep Christ in Christmas”. We often see this sentiment on signs and bumper stickers this time of year. 
Many Christians feel that our culture is losing the true meaning of this hallowed day. Celebrating the birth of 
our Savior seems to have been replaced by excessive materialism. The irony is that Jesus came to free us 
from the enslavement of secular temptations with a promise of a much better world to come. Frankly, for 
years I never understood the ire many Christians felt about replacing “Merry Christmas” with “Happy Holi-
days”. The idea of a Christ-less Christmas seemed a foreign concept. And so it would prove to be.  
 
In early December of 2015, I made a trip to China. When I landed in Shanghai, I got the culture shock of my 
life. Christmas was everywhere. What was going on? Wasn’t I in a country ruled by an atheistic Communist 
Party? The trip involved stops to Inner Mongolia, Guangzhou and Hong Kong. Everywhere it was the same. 
Signs read “Merry Christmas”. Santa Claus was omnipresent. Dean Martin sang “Baby It’s Cold Outside” in 
the elevator. Everywhere you looked there were stars, decorated trees and giant snowflakes. There was only 
one thing missing. Can you guess what or rather who that was? And there it was. A Christ-less Christmas. A 
further shock awaited me arriving back in the United States a week before Christmas. The parallels between 
China’s observance of Christmas and the ever-increasing secularization of the holiday in this country were 
frighteningly similar. All of a sudden, “Keep Christ in Christmas” made perfect sense. 
 
So how do we keep Christ in Christmas? The simple answer comes from another word we hear continually 
this time of year. “Rejoice!” Most people would define the word rejoice as a feeling of euphoria or happi-
ness. But when we look at people in the stores preparing for the holiday, there doesn’t seem to be very many 
joyful or happy people. Our modern English word is derived from two Latin roots. Re which means “a turn-
ing back” or “restoration to a former state” and gaudia meaning an inner joy or gladness. Jesus came into 
this world to restore what was lost. He brings us back to our former state of true happiness by restoring our 
relationship with God. The Greek word used most often for “rejoice” in the New Testament has an even 
deeper meaning. When Saint Paul says, “Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice.” (Philippians 
4:4) and the Angel Gabriel says to Mary, “Rejoice, highly favored one, the Lord is with you” (Luke 1:28) 
the Greek root word used is chairó. This literally translates to “experience God's favor” or to “be conscious 
of His grace”.  Grace is defined as unmerited favor. God sending His Son into the world certainly is that. 
This is one Christmas gift we need to be truly thankful for and that gratitude will inexorably lead us to re-
joice. 
 
We exchange Christmas gifts to show our love for each other in pale imitation of God’s supreme gift to the 
world. It is right and fitting that we do so as long as we keep Christ central in our thinking and love as our 
motivation. There’s nothing wrong with earthly things. “God saw all he had made, and indeed it was very 
good.” (Genesis 1:31) But when the motivation becomes love of possessions over God, that’s when it be-
comes problematic. Saint Paul says, “they exchanged the divine truth about God for a lie and worshiped and 
served the created things rather than the Creator”. (Romans 1:25) Jesus said, “only one thing is neces-
sary.” (Luke 10:42) At Christmas our focus should be on only one thing. Our society has a way of reversing 
these priorities and weighing us down with so many unnecessary things that we don’t often have enough 
time for the truly important ones.  Life can keep adding another worry and more weight to these broad shoul-
ders of ours. It reminds me of “the chain forged in life” that Jacob Marley drags around in his ghostly visit to 
Ebenezer Scrooge. Jesus invites us to unfetter ourselves and cast off the weight of these burdensome socie-
tally imposed responsibilities. “You will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” (John 8:32)   
 
Christ was born for us. “For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoul-
ders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” (Isaiah 9:6) 
The angels tell the shepherds, “to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ, the 
Lord.” (Luke 2:11). So, as the shepherds came to the manger, we come to Mass to express our gratitude for 
God’s greatest gift. Eucharist means thanksgiving. Pope Francis said, “In the Eucharist, Christ is always re-
newing His gift of self”. This is the true and ultimate Christmas gift that we can receive all year round. Em-
manuel. God is with us. This is the one, necessary thing. Merely saying “Merry Christmas” without being 
aware of Jesus’ presence can render the words meaningless. There is only one way to “Keep Christ in Christ-
mas” and that is to keep Him alive in our hearts, minds and souls not just at Christmastime but all year long. 
So, Rejoice, again I say Rejoice! 



WHAT’S YOUR  CATHOLIC  IQ? 
  

  
A Self-Assessment  for Your  Fun and Enlightenment! 

(Permission granted by  Page McKean Zyromski and  Catechist Magazine) 
  

This educational self-assessment is a fun way to help you see how much you know 
about your Catholic faith.  Answers can be found on the bottom of this page.  
  
1. “While they were eating, he took bread, said the blessing, broke it, and gave it to them, 
and said, ‘Take it; this is my ____” (Mark 13:22) 
a. a. blood b. snack c. dinner  d. body 
  
2.  Priests, ____, and bishops are ordained when they receive the sacrament of holy or-
ders.  
a. a. deacons b. nuns c. monks d. married couples 
  
3.  Seriously ill or dying people are anointed with blessed ____ in the sacrament of the 
anointing of the sick.  
a. a. candles b. water c. oil d. communion hosts 
  
4.  The holy oil that is used at baptisms, confirmation, and ordinations is called______. 
a. a. chrism b. Crisco  c. greasy d. flaxseed oil 
  
5.  The word “Eucharist” means thanksgiving.  
True/False  
  
6.  _______ are the Catholics who agree to officially support and pray for those being 
confirmed. 
a. a. Deacons b. Parents c. Godparents d. Sponsors 
  
7.  In the sacrament of matrimony, the couple exchanges---, which are sacred promises 
that must never be broken. 
 a. rings b. vows c. iPad d. cars 
  
8.  Jesus’ first miracle was at the Wedding at Cana (John 2: 1-12) where he turned water 
into __. 
a. a. wine b. cheeseburgers c. blood d. orange juice 
  
9.  “Go, therefore, and make disciples af all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
____ and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have com-
manded you” (Matthew 28;19-20) 
a. a. pope b. bishop c. church d. Father 
  
10. Confession is another name for the sacrament of reconciliation . 
True/False 
  
Catholic  IQ answers; 1.d; 2. a; 3. c; 4. a; 5.true; 6. d; 7. b; 8,a; 9. d; 10. true  



News from the Office of Faith Formation 

Þ Þ  Onsite Classes Classes will resume the week of December 12th. See the schedule linked 
on our parish website for level- specific times/dates. Level 1 onsite meeting is cancelled for 
December 15th. Students are to do the virtual lesson and were given a  simple take-home 
project this week. There are copies of the Level 1 Take Home Project on the stage in the 
large church.  

Þ Þ  Home Study Students- Directions for signing into our Google Classrooms is posted un-
der the Faith Formation tab on our parish website. Assignments are posted on the 1st of the 
month.  

Þ Þ  Level 9 Google Classroom- All Level 9 students must be signed into Level 9 Google 
Classroom to complete forms and projects, while also attending onsite class.  

Þ Þ  Faith Formation Contact:  The Faith Formation Office is located in the Large Church 
and can be accessed by pressing the Ring to the left of the front doors of the Large Church. 
The Office is open Monday through Thursday. The office is closed on Fridays. Please call 
ahead to make an appointment with FF Director, Loren Christie, before  stopping by. Loren 
can be reached at 631-363-6385 x 130.  


